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Dear Supporter, 

 

We want to first thank you for your support in the seizer of the 28 horses, donkeys, ponies, and bull due to alleged neglect. 

Without your support we wouldn’t have been able to obtain the donations needed to provide the best care for them and for 

all the cats and dogs we take in from Rush County residents while the group of equine and the bovine awaited on their 

owner’s release of ownership into ours. 

 

We now would like to request your assistance in a call for action. 

 

William A. Haley (a.k.a Gus Haley) is the owner of the 28 equine and the bovine we seized. At least three separate 

Directors of the Rushville Animal Shelter over the course of 8 years have dealt with multiple complaints on the care of the 

animals in Gus’ possession, typically revolving around deceased animals who have been left to decay in the same area as 

the living. The staff of the Rushville Animal Shelter are not law enforcement, we rely on the Rushville Police Department 

and Rush County Sheriff Department to enforce Indiana State Animal Laws. The property where these animals are kept is 

outside the city limits of Rushville and fall under the jurisdiction of Rush County Sheriff. Each time a complaint was 

received about the conditions of the animals on Gus Haley’s property the Sheriff Department opted to instead give Gus 

Haley a chance to clean up the property to avoid continued complaints. As you can guess these multiple chances given to 

Gus did not result in addressing the underlining problem. 

 

In July of 2019 a couple of horses had escaped Gus’ property and entered the city limits of Rushville. The Rushville 

Police Department were called to corral the horses and return them to Gus Haley’s property. The Rushville Police 

Department noted that the condition of the horses were poor. It is unclear of the exact timeline of what occurred as no one 

notified the staff of the Rushville Animal Shelter of the situation until a few days later. At this point the Board of Animal 

Health had done their inspection and the animals were removed from the property and placed in the custody of a family 

member of Gus. According to mycase.IN.gov on July 9, 2019 William A. Haley was charged with 35-46-3-7 

(a)/Misdemeanor A: Cruelty to an Animal def. has custody of a vertebrate animal and recklessly knowing. However, no 

other activity with the courts was reported until July 29 and 30, 2020 when the case was officially reported as opened and 

filed. On October 16, 2020 a motion to dismiss was filed and on October 17, 2020 the motion was granted. We were 

aware of the July 2019 incident, but we were not involved in the process at any point or given all the details on what was 

found at the property during Board of Animal Health’s inspection. Through out this past year we would make note of 

seeing animals on the property outside the barn, all appear to be in good condition and we had not received any direct 

complaints of concern. Then suddenly no animals were seen outside the barn since roughly around May or June of 2020. 

Due to the nature of Gus Haley’s business the assumption we and along with many others in the community is that the 

animals were sold off. 

 

On September 3, 2020 we received a call unrelated to this case and while our staff members were attending to the call 

they discovered a carcass identified by exposed rib and leg bones as a deceased equine located just on the inside edge of 

the barn among living animals. We immediately contacted Board of Animal Health in hopes of avoiding Gus receiving a 

tip off, however, on the morning of September 4, 2020 the Board of Animal Health notified the Rush County Sheriff 

Department of the complaint as they cannot enter the property without a warrant secured by law enforcement for 

inspection. We were called out to the property to give our statement of what occurred and point out the deceased animal  
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we had seen the day before, but the deceased animal had been removed already. Thankfully we had taken photos of the 

evidence. A warrant was secured for the Board of Animal Health to inspect the conditions of the animals. 

 

We cannot give out much more information on the open case, however, we can state that 2 additional deceased animals 

were found amongst the living. We were able to remove 28 living animals from the property, with 1 of the worse 

conditioned animals dying a few days later. A necropsy was performed on that animal and the results are supportive of the 

alleged charges against Gus Haley. The Board of Animal Health also provided us with the July 2019 inspection results, 

complete with photos, and although we also can not share the photos and information contained within that report, we can 

tell you that comparing the July 2019 incident to the September 2020 incident that multiple carcasses were found amongst 

living animals who were in similar condition as those seized in September 2020. 

 

On September 4, 2020, according to mycase.IN.gov, William A. Haley was charged with three counts 15-17-11-20/Felony 

6: Failure to Properly Dispose of a Dead Animal def. knowingly fails to properly dispose, two counts 35-46-3-

12(c)/Felony 6: Torturing or Mutilating a Vertebrate Animal def. knowingly tortures or mutilates, and five counts 35-46-

3-7(a)/Misdemeanor A: Cruelty to an Animal def. has custody of a vertebrate animal and recklessly knowing. Also 

recorded is that Gus Haley had a warrant for his arrest on September 9, 2020 with a bond of $10,000/10% cash issued. 

The cash bond was recorded as paid on September 14, 2020. 

 

In the beginning stages of the seizer and charges being filed on September 4, 2020 we were met with resistance from our 

county Prosecutor, Phillip Caviness. This resistance has caused concern on if Gus Haley will be prosecuted to fullest 

extent of the law. The worst of the possibilities are the felony charges are dropped/reduced or all charges are dismissed. 

We believe there is substantial evidence gathered and submitted by the Rushville Animal Shelter, Board of Animal 

Health, and the Rush County Sheriff department to insist the Rush County Prosecutor fight to uphold the charges filed. 

 

What we need from you is to write a letter addressed to our county prosecutor your insistence that all felony and 

misdemeanor charges are maintained and nothing less. Here are the most important details that MUST be included in the 

letter: 

• The letter MUST be addressed to Mr. Philip J. Caviness – Rush County Prosecutor 

• The letter MUST be mailed to: Rush County Courthouse Attention: Philip J. Caviness 101 East Second Street, 

Room 317, Rushville, IN 46173 

• You are an animal welfare advocate for the equine and bovine seized on September 4, 2020 in the case of State of 

Indiana v. William A. Haley case number: 70C01-2009-F6-000500 

• You insist that William A. Haley is found guilty of all five Felony level 6 charges in violation of Indiana Codes 

15-17-11-20 and 35-46-3-12(c) and all five Misdemeanor level A charges in violation of Indiana Code 35-46-3-7. 

 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to us at 765-932-4754. We again thank you for your support! 

 

Best Regards, 

The Rushville Animal Shelter Staff 

 

 

 


